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setting up of the Central Social Welfare Board in 1953,
the first landmark in the history of the First Five Year
Plan (1951-56) of the Government of free India a concern
for women's welfare orientation. Another landmark in

the history of India is the inclusion of the" chapter on
Women and Development in the Sixth Five Year Plan
(1980-85). The next landmark in the history of women's
welfare and development was the appointment in 1971
of a Committee on Status of Women under the
Chairmanship of Mrs Phulrenu Guha to examine all the
rights and status of women in the context of changing
social and economic conditions in the country and
problems relating to the advancement of women.

The major outcome of this report was the National
Plan of Action, 1976 (Vats, 2004).® We further saw the
passing of the Constitution 73" '̂' Amendment Act, 1993
considering 30% reservation for women in Panchayati
Raj Institutions. There are also a number of resolutions
taken from time to time at the international and regional
cooperation Conferences on Women of the participating
countries of the United Nations towards uplift of women.
One of such decision is to disseminate information on
women issues. In India besides formulations of policies
and developmental programmes for women in the Five
Year Plans, especially, after the publication ofthe Report
in 1974, on Women Towards Equality, with a focus to
improve the conditions ofIndian women not only in the
field of education, health, nutrition but also to meet the
need ofwomen in the development ofthe society. Thus,
to collect and disseminate information related to the
development ofwomen. Women andDevelopment Studies
Information Networks were set up in the country by
several academic/research institutions particularly in
the late 80s. Similarly networking among Women's
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of Arunachal Pradesh facing a hard life. The Nishis
had a hard life, with jhuming as the main means oi
livelihood and other allied activities like rearing oi
livestocks and food gathering.

Choudhury, J N. Status of Women in Pre-Literat€
Arunachal Society: In the Light of Social Science

This paper attempts to analyse the question of the
status ofwomen in general and the problem ofwomen
in Arunachali society in particular. Before analyzing
the status of women in Arunachal in the field of
agriculture and inheritance, the author discusses the
history of human existence on earth and extensively
examines the status of women in pre-literate
societies ofthe Adi, Apatani, Nishi, Monpas and Hill
Miri ofAka tribes. The author is ofthe opinion that
theArunachal society was predominantly patriarchal
and the inheritance followed the paternal line.
Further, he discussed the prevalence of the
institution of'bride price', the two different forms of
'marriage by exchange' and 'marriage by purchase',
as well as polygamy and divorce.

Satpathy, B. The Changing Phenomena: AStudyof
Women in Arunachal Pradesh

This paper provides a theoretical approach io
determining the status of women. It points out th©
insignificant enforcement of legal and legislative
sanction in uplifting the status ofwomen. It discusses
about their social acceptance by the society and
referred to the opinion of the social anthropologist,

a ph Linton (1936). It discusses the cultural and
biological factors in bringing up boys and girls in
different societies. It raises some questions on equal
rights towomen. The need to encourage birth rate is
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Bormudoi, Anjali. Status of Women in Arunachal
Pradesh

The author discusses the status ofwomen onthe basis
of various indicators reflected in the socio-cultural
aspects of the tribal society in Arunachal Pradesh
and also from the works of selected writers.

Choudhury, Abhijit. Woman's Right in Arunachal
Pradesh: CustomaryLaw to Civil Law (A Case Study)

Discusses a court case of a girl from Gallong area
who refused to go to the boy's house even while his
parents had taken the bride-price. This resulted in
he transfer of the customary law to the civil law.

Nyon, T. The Position of Women in Adi Traditional
Society

Discusses the position of women in the patriarchal
an patrilineal system of the Adi society. It also gives
an interpretation of polyandry and polygamy
practice which is rare occurrence in the Adi society.
-Highlights some of the restrictions imposed on the
women. Finally asserts the better position of the Adi
women as compared to any other society in the
country in general.

Eubok, Talom. The Tradition and Customary Status
of Women among the Tribes ofArunachal PrlTsh
mGeneral and the Adi in Particular

restrktion factors responsible for
poisons of^AH- *'°"' improving of the
operto alf OK education became
pLce wS takingplace with the economic, social and political
participation of women in the society.
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Jamoh, Yanung. Status of Women in Adi Society
with particular reference to Miniyong Sub-Tribe of
Arunachal Pradesh

Highlights the commendable participation of Adi
women from the household chores to the ploughing
of the field. Discusses the constraints faced by women
in early marriage, divorce, arranged-marriage, bride-
price, re-marriage of divorcees and widows.
Comments on the attitudinal changes of the parents
towards better upbringing of their daughters in the
present day society. Finally, observes the
competitive aspiration of the Adi girls in various
higher studies and professions.

Saikia, Jogayamaya K K. Status of Women in
Arunachal Pradesh- A Prospective View

Points out the factors reflecting the status of male
and female members in every society—socially,
economically, academically etc. Outlines strategies
in education and economic participation to promote
the position ofwomen in Arunachal Pradesh. Finally
advocates for motivation of women to take up
trainings in various fields.

Dutta, Parul. Status of Women in Arunachal
Pradesh

Gives a geographical and historical background of
Arunachal Pradesh in a nutshell. Discusses the
status ofwomen under the broad headings of socio-
cultural, economic, political and religious aspects.

Bhattacharjee, Tarun. The Status of Women in
Arunachal Pradesh

Highlights the heavy responsibility women have in







Opinion...

This book Womenin North-East India: An Annotated Bibliography isa useful
addition to the literature on the North-East and particularly on women. It
facilitate readers to get their needed information on women in North-
East without much difficulty. Iwish it iswidely read.

—C. Joshua Thomas
Director

ICSSR-NERC
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