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now proliferated in those regions of the wurld., wh}ch -I'L'.H'l;llll.t'dr
largely outside the purview of ethnic upsurge carlier. Ethnic 1_dcnl_lf¥.
issues now stirred not only the so-called developed countrics like
Canada, United Kingdom, Spain, France, and the United Stn[_cs
but also in the former Communist countrics too. Ethnic and racial
cleavages have now become a part of the global political landscape
(Jalali & Lipset. 1992-93:586). [Indced, there has been an ethnic
revival throughout the globe, which showed that the clashes the
modern political systems are experiencing with, are more Cll]tl'll':l]
and civilizational rather than economic, political or idcological
(Huntington, 1997: 21).,

Besides being a global issue of concern, ethnic conflicts .1_lld
movements are gaining momentous growth in South Asian p()lith{ll
landscape in general and in countries like India, in particular. It1s
no exaggeration to put that post-independent [ndi:m politics 1s torn
between politics of identity and politics of culturg. Gorkha bid for
a homeland, among others articulated on the pretext of language,
culture, community, and region within Indian union has been a
recurrent theme of India’s national politics for quite some time
now. However, Gorkha ethnicity in India is not of recent origin. It
did maintain a colonial pedigree too. In that Gorkha movement
appears as a historic occurrence having more than hundred years’
legacy. On the contrary the conflict resolution initiatives taken so
far in Indian subcontinent, in general and in case of Darjecling hills,
in particular are not many but practically few in number.

The attempts to resolve the growing ethno-regional conflicts

in India remain by and large amenable to a single approach that

. = S i s
presupposes the conflicts principally as political problems and het
attempts were made to re

solve the same politically. Consequently,
the several measures adopted so far to bring in ceasefire and peace
in conflicting zones in India fall back upon such initiatives like
political intervention and negotiating political power-sharing
agreements, or initiation of new political structures. The
recommendations of the States Reorganisation Commission (SRC),
Constitutional recognition of language, the regional autonomy
proposals, Sixth Schedule status, or the sub-state level autonomous
district councils are some such strategies used so far to dissipate
tensions and resolve issues effectively whenever conflicts have arisen
in the wake of ethno-regional claims within the larger body polity
of India) However, on certain particular occasions, the Indian state
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took resort to direct military intervention to dismantle domestic
conflict permanently (Kashmir, Nagaland ectc.). In a certain sense,
the experience of conflict resolution measures in India does suggest
that as if the ethno-regional conflicts and movements are more a
law and order problem and hence the recurrent need is to discipline
the unruly subjects according to the pedagogic substance of an
archetypical nation state, which disapproves by and large the social
and cultural plurality of individual minds and souls. The ethnic
conflict resolution measures undertaken by the government
attempted to function more as an apparatus of power by virtue of
the field of visibility in which communities were to be located, each
in their respective places for a centralised and unseen observer.

The experience of Gorkha movement throughout its more than
hundred years’ history has been reflective of two major claims: firstly,
an aspiration to govern themselves without jeopardizing the
sovereignty of the nation-state (i.c. ‘self-determination without
secession’); and secondly, the urge to recognize collective rights and
almost all salient cultural and social issues that earmarked their
distinctions and distinctiveness from an inescapable ‘other’ (i.c.
‘politics of culture’, ‘identity’ and ‘recognition’). Although the
conflict resolution measures have been able to fulfil, at least initially,
the aspiration of self-government of the contending parties, they
fail to meet the challenges posed by politics of identity and
recognition. Consequently, conflict resolution measures in deeply
divided socicties like India fail to usher in peace and tranquillity in
a sustainable manner.

The Government, however, has remained engaged in settling
down Darjeeling imbroglio not only when it turned violent but
also in such situations when the movement was more or l(;ss
peaceful. It is interesting to note in this context that available studies
on Darjeeling [like those of Subba (1992), Timsina (1992), Kar
(1999), Samanta (2000) among others] despite having made
significant contribution in understanding ethnic phenomena n
Dar_jcc]ing hills have avoided making any assessment regarding the
peace keeping initiatives. Available narratives of Gorkhaland have
documented the track record of violence (e.g. Samanta, 2000) 3“@
the historical development of the movement with f:noqgh detail
(e.g. Subba, 1992). Undoubtedly, such analyses pinpointed the
strength of Gorkhaland as a specific case of an ethnic movement.
Nevertheless, the issue of conflict resolution or for that matter such
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crucial questions like what were the definite strands (i.c. approaches)
and steps (i.c. the strategices of conflict resolution) the state has taken
recourse to while dealing with the overall dynamics of Gorkha
ethnicity and movement of Darjecling hills, are completely glossed
over, if not ignored. More particularly such issues like: did the state
responded to the Gorkha movement in equal terms especially when
we do know that the movement has been continuing for morc than
a century and obviously followed both a violent and a non-violent
warpath? What was the overall treatment Gorkhaland movement
received from the part of the state? How to conceptualise it? How
to theorise relationship between ethnicity and the state? All these
are significant areas of inquiry particularly in the treatment of
Gorkha problem not merely as a case of ethnicity but as a significant
example that could well set the tune of the study of ethnic conflict
resolution in a micro perspective in deeply divided socicties like
India. Thisis not to claim that the present study has drawn attention
to a virgin field. Rather what is novel is its approach towards an
issue that has already been considered in some detail, Precisely, the
present effort is but an attempt to fulfil the above posed academic
void (in relation to Gorkha ethnicity) by analysing the pros and
cons of peace initiatives and conflict resolution measures adopted
and exercised by the state in the context of Darjeeling hills and
thereby to arrive at a micro-level understanding of ethnic conflict
resolution and peace keeping measures in Indian situation.

Although scholarly works with particular reference to
Darjeeling’s ethnic conflict and conflict resolution measures are
rarely available, there is no dearth of literature on the conceptual
an_d theoretical aspects of conflict and peace resolution initiatives
with reference to Indian situation. It would not be out of place to
pay attention to some of the recent works of this genre.

Baruah (2010) in his recently edited Ethnonationalism collective
poses t.he question: “How is India doing vis-d-vis the challenge of
managing its exceptional diversity?” The essays presented in the
volume have answered differently to the problem posed by the editor.
For_ example, Kanti Bajpai suggested that a mix of state violence and
pohtnc;al compromise with militant groups has been successful at
least in the sense that India has not splintered. Gurharpal Singh
gucst:one:d the conventional wisdom about India’s successful record
In managing ciliversity. Sumit Ganguly warned of the dangers of using
the army against particular ethnic groups in poly-ethnic states like
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India. Ganguly further argued that insurgency in India, in general
and Kashmir, in particular, arose out of a process of political
mobilisation that was juxtaposed with steady institutional decay. Atul
Kohli while analysing the trend of ethno-nationalist movements in
India has argued that such movements followed an inverse ‘U’ curve:
heightened mobilisation of group identities are followed by
negotiations, and eventually such movements decline as exhaustion
sets in, some leaders are repressed, others are co-opted, and a
modicum of genuine power-sharing and mutual accommodation
between the movement and the Central and State authorities is
reached. The inverted ‘U’ curve explains Tamil Nadu situation rather
well and even Sikh ethnonationalism can be explained through this
model, argues Kohli. However, there is doubt whether the inverse
‘U’ curve model can help us appreciate Darjecling situation, which
in fact;showed a curvilinear pattern of growth.

J.S. Chima (2010) in his book on Sikh scparatism attempted to
develop a coherent and consistent theory for explaining the rise and
decline of Sikh insurgency in India. The central argument of Chima’s
thesis is that internal disunityandompetition between state elites
often contribute to the rise of violent ethno-nationalism, and their
Internal unity and coordinated action can conversely help dampen
violent ethno-nationalist movements.
~ What would be the possible answer to the recurrent dilemma
faced by the policy-makers over the ideal mix up of development
and military approaches to contain insurgency is the central theme
of another major collective on counter-insurgency edited by Barauh
(2009). While one of the contributors of the collective pointed out
that development in north-castern India means a little more than
externally delivered economic packages which can be translated
_through various backdoor means and leakages, at the soonest possible
nto hard cash, another contributor argues that neither development
nor a military fix can achieve peace in north-eastern region. Only
concerted efforts to establish the rule of law, a system of
accountability, and faith in the institutions of government can bqrcak
the cycle of violence, the authors say. Bethany Lacina, one of the
contributors, suggested that the influence and endurance of
nsurgency in the north-castern region are because of the fact that
armed groups are embedded in the workings of the north-eastern
civilian politics which makes it difficult for politicians or bureaucrats
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to act independently of the rebels. This finding seems to be the case
in Darjeeling hills too. _
Benedikter (2009) has produced a useful short guide on
autonomy movements in South Asia and attempted to show, through
various case studies, how such ethnic conflicts were solved through
self-government measures. Although the guide includes a separate
chapter (Chapter 23) on Darjecling situation (written by the editor
himself) and covers the recent eventualitics of Gorkhaland
movement but it hardly maintains any conclusive statement
regarding the effective step to promulgate peace in future Darjecling.
However, elsewhere the book did count on the potentiality of
autonomy as a device for regional democratic self-government and
minority rights protection. The case studies available in this bonk_
help gain a synoptic view on the contemporancous problems of
ethnic conflicts in South Asia and the possible ways to resolve such
conflicts amicably through autonomy measures of different sorts.

The Context

The Gorkhas are spread all over the subcontinent; however, the

present study is concerned precisely with the Gorkhas located in

the Darjeeling hills and their claims to have se

parate state of their
own. Darjee

ling is_the northern most district of the State of West
Bengal containing hills and plains regions. Three hill subdivisions
(l?amely'[H)_z_l_rjcﬁeh]_igg_;Sad'arg KllfSC_OI_}g_ggld}ia_]imp_gng) constitute the
hill portion of the district while Siliguri subdivision represents the
plains part of the district. Until rece

ntly the demand for a separate
state in the name of Gorkhaland covered uphill portion of the district

only. With the passage of time the territorial jurisdiction of the much
hyped Gorkhaland State went on increasing. Along with the hills
the proposed territorial limits of the Gorkhaland movement in
contemporary days claims to cover the areas of Teari (located in the
plains areas of the district of Darjeeling) and Dooars (located in
adjacent district of Jalpaiguri). The following map (Fig. 1.1) indicates
the territorial limits of the proposed State of Gorkhaland.

The Gorkhaland agitation was built, as its name indicates around
Gorkha ethnic identity. Its perception of the problems of the ethnic
Nepalis in India differs from that of the leadership in Sikkim, and so
do their political strategies (Dube, 1997 194). However, it would be
erroncous to conceive of the demand for a separate state called
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Fig. 1.1: Proposed Map of Gorkhaland

Source: Available at: ]1ttp://upload.wikimcdia.org/wikipcdia/commons/S/S()/

1’roposcd_Gork]ml:md_Map.jpg(Acccsscd on 8.1.12)
Gorkhaland as an abrupt upsurge of 1980s. In fact, the demand for a
separate statchood has its seeds rooted deeply in the developments of
colonial rule of the early 20th century. The first recorded instance of
the demand for separation of Darjeeling hills from the then Bengal
on the grounds of ethnic difference can be traced back in the year of
1907! . Since then the demand for a scparate arrangement for
Darjeeling hills has been raised time and again. Moreover, the same
demand still remains unabated and the movement is still continuing
with added vigour and vitality. Within this long stretched time frame
(i.e. from 1907 to 2012) Gorkhaland movement has had harped not

only on statehood alone but on several issues like'constitutionalisation
of Nepali Janguage, citizenship issue, political status of the territory,
abrogation of Indo-Nepal peace treaty of 1950, tribal status, sixth
schedule status, Daijécliug:_sjkkiﬁl merger, inclusion of more.arcas
within the purview of ‘the proposed state of Gorkhaland, Gorkha
Adivasi Pradesh, Gorkhaland Territorial Administration (GTA), and
finally, Gorkha Adivasi Territorial Administration (GATA).

There is no gainsaying the truth that in any analysis (_)f' ethnic
movement emphasis on the domain of state is obvious. Since 1t 15

around the institution called the state the question of ethnicity or
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for that matter ethnic movements revolve. In ethnic simatin_ns, f;ucll
as in Darjecling hills, the state in fact, plays a dual role. It can instigate
and aggravate the ethnic problem and at the same time it has tllc_
capacity of containing the conflict that it provoked. In case of
Darjeeling hills the relationship between the State and Cnrklm/NL'.P“h
ethnicity has been found to be intimate from the very beginning.
The Colonial State structure has well maintained the difference of

the hills from the plains for politico-cconomic reasons. The

administrative arrangements of different sorts were implemented

so as to fulfil their own imperial interest in the hills, The people of
Darjeeling hills from the very beginning were thus trained in the
logic of difference but hardly realised the hidden colonial design of
exploitation camouflaged as differential administrative arrangements.
In a certain sense, the British had left D
invoking the idea into minds of the hijll people that Darjecling has
been a segregated tract from the mainstream of Bengal. _
The hill masses have actively participated in the democratic
governance (there were exceptions too in this regard) of the country
since Independence. However, this hardly implies that they have
left their claims for separating their tract from the rest of West Bengal.
Even though the post-colonial state structure is different from its
colonial predecessor on the ground that it discontinued the colonial
designs of exclusion and hence exploitation, the contending groups
have often charged the post-colonial State as ‘neo-colonial’ on the
pretext that it hardly takes heed of their claims. State run welfare
and developmental activities on the one hand and the percolation
of political power through the different democratic institutions of
governance in post-independent era, on the other hand have made
the ethnically conscious groups aware regarding the strength of
cthnicity. Ethnicity thus has been continuously written and re-
written within these processual arrangements of state welfarism and
political power. Gorkhaland movement is no exception to this trend.
The different demands the movement has raised over the years can
be understood within these processual linkages of state and power.

Methodological Concerns

arjecling by successfully

Dwelling upon interviews, observations, and secondary data analysis

the present study attempted to arrive at a critical understanding of

conflict resolution initiatives taken place with respect to the question
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of Gorkhaland movement. The in-depth understanding of the peace
bui]ding efforts initiated by the State and the responses of the people
towards the same requires a thorough knowledge of the internal
dynamics of the local socicty and culture. This has been undertaken
through r ‘peated visits to the hills and also gleaned out of the
experience of the present researcher’s decade long association with
the problem and the area.

In fact, the question of methodology depends much upon the
conceptual frame one intends to pursue while analysing the problem
at hand. The conceptual framework tells us much about how to
approach and contextualise the problem of study, what to investigate,
how to investigate, and how to design the whole fact finding
programme. Thus the question how we should approach the issues
of conflict, peace and conflict resolution initiatives constituted the
very first step to work out a methodological stand for the present study:.

Peace is a normal condition of human society characterised by a
relatively high degree of interpersonal harmony that renders a
commitment to avoid violence of any short. Conflict similarly is
also a normal aspect of all societies although it implies incompatible
needs, deeds and desires leading towards interpersonal/group
antagonism, rivalry and often hostile encounters too. The point is
that no society can remain all the time peaceful or conflict ridden.
Both peace and conflict are relative social condition and stability in
cither term is neither feasible nor even desirable. Conflict resolution
Measures in this sense involve such strategies which aim at
nmintaiuing the relativity of both conflict and peace in a d-esirtqble
Manner. Peace initiatives thus do not suggest the complete dismissal
of conflict in order to achieve eternal peace. The study has not
considered the terms like peace or conflictin any fundamcntal sense.
Ethnic conflicts do involve fierce battle, and often hostile manner of
group rivalry figured out in violent terms buteven in such situations
too peace is not desirable if it attempts tO elmpnatc any of ic
contending parties. This means peace could be gained and conflicts
would be resolved in a meaningful sense if the measures protect the
Mterests of the either party and provide the scope for.the full blown
8rowth of human capacities without any barrier or hindrance.

Having said all these, the methodological s_tand for the present
study becomes clear enough. That is to say in other w0r$is, the
relevance of both the ideas of peace and conflict needs to be judged
from the vantage point of the state and government and at the same
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time from the vantage point of the people’s perception regarding
the same. Both the perspectives are necessary in the sense that both
reveal different predilections regarding the same issuc. Allci tln.*nugh
a proper sociological analysis of these differential viewpoints a
workable solution to the problem of peace building could be wn_‘“
founded. In an attempt to grasp the modalitics of the differential
perceptions of both the state and the people, fieldwork and secondary
data analysis have been made.

For collecting primary data a detailed questionnaire was prcpmx_‘d
and circulated among more than fifty individuals (fifty-seven n
actual number). The respondents were purposively selected using
the criteria of sex (out of 57 respondents 37 were males and 20 were

: . 19
females) and occupation (17 male teachers, 8 employed males, 12

male students, 5 employed females and 15 female students

constituted the universe of 57 respondents). The
specially designed for the educated persons alone and in majority
of the cases the respondents were found to be tied up with some
variety of associations available in the local society. In a certain sense
sincere efforts were thus made to cover the viewpoints of civil society
members and as a matter of fact 1] of the respondents were having
at least graduation as minimum educational background. All the
respondents did maintain close connection with the hills (either
because the hills is their native place, or that they do have close
relatives in the hills and make frequent movement to the hills and
feel concerned regarding what happens there in the hills). Covering
the viewpoint of the hi]] people through the questionnaire was made

personally by spending the month of June 2011. However, ficld
assistants were engaged in collecting data particularly from the plains

region. Collection of questionnaire was completed by the end of
July 2011. As such the field trip

Wwas significant in the sense that it
was completed during that Phase of time when the recent conflict
containment strategy Gorkhaland Territorial Administration (GTA)
was just on its offing and the jggye has been made so popular that
even a child would haye known that something was going on in the
uame af G'TA; For consulting Government documents visits in
District Collector’s office haye been made. Besides librarics of North
Bengal University, Centre for Himalayan Studies, Ratan Tata Library
of Delhi School of Economjcs ’

: » Delhi University have been visited
for the purpose of collecting secondary data on the issues of peace;
conflict and conflict resolution. Cloge scrutiny of everyday

questionnaire was
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!it'lcm_-c research. viz. }'C:;:iitjfr1l1l:)c!tf' }0_f l}zﬂdﬂf‘lll(‘)ll _pog?ular l‘ll sqcml
facts’. Ethnography isa prct‘ir;fd n)i ' cti“f e Emd S
providing the every detail of the l't"]\0~ L1 v ‘"jmh‘ropologlcal resear.ch
Thick description is 115" -t’TL l e cycle of a tribe, ora communicy.
the research probl \1L = P‘“l ‘Ll‘rL_d by tll_osc wl‘m attempt to narrate
s thsorfatin (E(:.llcujnip L.Ildid d:.itm} but is sc,cpuct?l of cross-
2 mode of nnrrati;m t:,] d?t{l&lg :‘)11‘12 1¢ css‘-c‘utmll)s ,dsityllscd f:u;ts as
narrative. That is to say, it prese p L:,“_'m f USSR ,wd and linear
the analysis later (V Yl }?TL;LHI; a selection of facts first ﬂl‘ld present
follow I]L‘itl;L‘l‘ [hflb 1I3L|y, ~U.()_:’21). The present stuc_iymtcnds: to
d“-‘*cripti(m’ o \:‘ITILI[' }0_(15 of cthnoglrapblc dL’tle,l, or ‘thick
the Cl]dcaVL;ll;- [hrt- Llrll the t;)rmat called ‘stylised facts’. However,
* W ‘(‘)u}ch}mlt the u{lmlc sEudy wimld br..: rather to use
at ‘“““lgﬂl-n-m f"’; ‘t data more in the torm_of narration that aimed
forrgt ofnrn-rn{[-: tlL-flllL'tS with interpretations. In trut? sense the
" ;inn -101; for the prcse'nt study would sgncl in between
BOpular inps() _Cllpf1 : methodological strands (as discussed above)

i Cl'i science research.
“ndcrst;:; g_t LbCI‘.l; study an attempt has be
ritigge thcmrg {;1 ‘thc peace keeping measures undertaken so far to
Hills, Wesg g ‘0 L] m othorklm ethnicity and movementin Darjeeling
i Ufth'c 1 engal. T]]lf'i h‘as l.wcn done by prc}bmg into the pros and
St i G ?I(IZCIIICI-H vis-d-vis the response pt the State as manifested
past. To Plbttl ed history and as emerged in the contemporancous
A hFi,su the matter in other wgrds, the movement in its long
r93p011dcdmr¥- has raised several issues zm.d that.the State alsz
Sontale s 'va[l iously tOW‘ﬂl‘dS such bl_lrgeonmg cla_lms. Ttim bgg
resolutio Di chapters ;u‘]c.i in the fgllowmg pages _the issue 0 ]coln ict
vl Withnx 1as been critically estimated both wn_th analfyt[lcaGngElur
Movcmemel-ncnl data culled out from the blogl-aph); 0 E]le for ha
altm'nativm' Finally, the study ﬂ_mn_]Pmd to FD;SE the p ga o(:]rﬂ ]a;:.
contain ¢ approach while thinking 1n terms of peace and ¢

ment in liberal democracies like that of our own.

With the help of a detailed analysis of the event structure of

orkhaland Movement further efforts were made to answer the

ra 1 - - . - - -
8rave question that: why ethnic conflicts do survive in Darjeeling
me have been made time

hil]

4 x

5 despite several efforts to resolve the sa

ime? In the course of analysis the present study also attempted

en made to arrive ata critical
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to throw some light on the possibility of d‘cvclupmgiaAn Ia]'ui'llll.llz.l‘:;.
approach grounded on sociological reasoning FUWJT? l]ZL-l _-)-1 o
conflict resolution. This has been done against the backdre }rhicil
detailed analysis of Darjecling’s Gorkhaland M(')V(.‘lﬂ.(.‘ll't |v?-d v
served the purpose of being a pointer to the fault h‘ncs mnvo \Lmity
the path of settling the rather emotive issuc covering .('()1]]1.111" d
sentiments, regional consciousness, and cultural-historical lincag [
all at once. The study has shown in clear terms that c_(mﬂ!f‘
resolution strategies worked out to resolve Gorkha imbr(}glm \VL:IL
outand out political in nature and piecemeal in approach. l he stu )11
ends up with a rather pessimistic prognosis and arrived flt"‘
conclusion that the way Gorkha Movement has been handled 50 _t“r
by the State can hardly foster sustainable peace and tranc_]lil””)’-
However, it is also proposed that there is scope for working out
strategies with due emphasis on the social concerns that the
movement has upheld but somehow gotdelinked in the process Uf_
devising strategies to resolve the problem. The study strongly argues
against the tendency of the liberal nation state to view cthnic loyalty
in contradistinction to national loyalty. The study also raisc_f; the
argument that the missing link between cthnic loyalty and national
loyalty can be established by a different approach that, in fact, poses
a challenge both towards the liberal expectancy of peace and

tranquillity on the one hand and the very foundational logic of liberal
ourgeois democratic state, on the other. It is proposed that the real
threat lies neither in the conflicti

5 claims nor even in the violent
gestures that the Gorkhas have shown but perhaps in the attempt
that nullifies the significance of ‘us-them’ divide in the name of
forging a universa

I ‘we’. Instead of “forceful assimilation’ due

recognition of claimsg raised by different stakcholders of the
movement may help us derj

: ive policies/mcasures directed towards
‘Integrative peace’,
Chapter Outline

The present study. throughout js six chapters has elaborated different
aspects of conflict containment keeping in view Gorkhaland
movement as a test case. The second chapter deals with the
conceptual issues involved in ¢},

work. Global as well as ngt'ional level
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Sl:i;::‘)’ of c'lc.vising ;u.liﬂltcrnati_vc analytical framework. _From dhiid
) onwards specific attention was put towards tracing out the
genealogy of state response towards Gorkha ethnicity starting from
thie ml‘_’“i;‘l days. The fourth chapter specifically locates the violent
lt“”‘ t_)f the movement and change of stand of the State towards
tandling the situation in Darjeeling hills. The chapter covers up
;IIL wf“'““m]i[its leading towards the formation of Darjeeling Gorkha
Si;ltlc((‘:l)l‘[‘ffdl (PGHC) as the first such experiment iilitiz}ted by the
= side Sixth Schedule areas. Fifth chapter emphasizes on the
Ei\:_/:"?ﬁ,““d turns taken place in the response of the State und_the
pment of the movement during post-DGHC phase. Sixth
:i];Lp]:u lhi“g“? on the contemporary experience of conflict resolution
Q shape in the form of the new tripartite agreement cal!ed
o e A o new ey sgned
recently to : ssolve 1¢ __1305.51 ble outcome O gt Lt S‘éven
i K Y Sk Darjecling problem once again. Chapter
Icu of arriving at a conclusion attempts to expand such arguments
}T;h:)cllé ”fﬂY lead towards developing further courses of fresh :u_lalysis.
e ler to make the study thoroughly updated the Postscript .has
ILL” mncluded. The Postscript has been prepared keeping 1n viIew
. very recent developments taken place in the area under stud_y.
par ,l“ fact, the critical :maly:;ig Of‘.COl]ﬂiCt rcsolutlion measu:'es \_wtlj
D”_IC“L“' reference to Darjeeling situation 1s overdue. Since
ct;ﬂ?‘e“"g hills has‘not only cxpericuced the continuai[on of“')l::
B ' movement for more than a century but also the reg ]
Perienced war of nerves, severe tensiomn, violence, enough
loc)dSthS, loss of life and resources in the wake of Ggrklmland
arr(;xcmem that turned violent in the 1980s. ggatllll a;;g:\s’
on tf %Cmcﬂf has recently been agreed upon by the conflictingp j
W; the one hand and the State and Central Government on the other,
callllch have finally led towards the formation of the new ng ;S
od the GTA. The Gorkhaland Territorial Administration (
135 started its march with the expectations of all-round peace 0
“velopment in the Darjeeling hills. Within such crucial jmmt'l:;e
1€ significance of the present study could hardly be brushed aside.

NOTES

Vide Appendix I for a detailed chronology of the movement.
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